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1 Female n/a <1 No n/a None None Some None Low 
2 Male No <1 No Domestic 
violence None None None Low None 




None None None Low None 




None None Concerns None None 




None None None Low None 






None None None n/a None 






None None None None None 




None None None Low Low 
child 
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None Minor None Low Low 





required Some Significant Low High 





None None None Moderate None 






None None None None None 




None Minor None None None 
15 Female Yes 1-5 Yes Physical 
abuse Minor None None None None 




None None Concerns Low None 
inadequate 
care 
17 Male Yes 1-5 No Physical 
abuse 
Action 
required Significant Significant Low High 
18 Female Yes 1-5 Yes Domestic 
violence 
Action 
required Some None Moderate None 
19 Female Yes >5 No Domestic 
violence 
Action 
required None Some Low Low 
n/a: information not available 
aNone: No known family history of problems / none mentioned 
bLow: One birth parent known to have problems; Moderate: One birth parent known to have significant problems or both birth parents know to have some 
problems; High: Both birth parents know to have problems and at least one birth parent known to have significant problems 
Table 2: Services used in the six months post-placement (n=19) 
Service or support Number of families 
using service 
% of families 
using service 
Adoption support & social care   
Family placement / adoption worker 19 100% 
Child’s social worker 17* 89% 
Adoption support team worker 2 11% 
Support for contact 2 11% 
Support groups, LA 4 21% 
Support groups, not LA 4 21% 
Informal contact with other adopters, LA 5 26% 
Informal contact with other adopters, not 
LA 10 53% 
   
Health care   
General practitioner 14 74% 
Health visitor / community nurse 14 74% 
Hospital-based pediatrician 11 58% 
   
Education support   
Educational psychologist 0 0% 
SENCO 2 11% 
Teacher 2 11% 
   
Specialist services   
Child psychiatrist 1 5% 
Child psychologist 2 11% 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services 1 5% 
Occupational therapist 1 5% 
Speech therapist 1 5% 
Geneticist 1 5% 
* Interview data suggests that in fact, all families were in contact with a child’s social worker. 
Table 3: Perceived need for services, proportion of users finding each service useful and proportion of users satisfied with service 
received (n=19) 
Service or support 
Service needed Usefulness Satisfaction 
valid n quite a lot reasonably valid n very fairly valid n very fairly 
Adoption support & social care          
Family placement / adoption worker 16 21% 47% 19 79% 11% 19 84% 5% 
Child’s social worker 19 21% 37% 17 41% 29% 16 44% 25% 
Adoption support team worker 12 0% 8% 2 50% 50% 2 50% 50% 
Support for contact 11 18% 9% 2 50% 50% 2 50% 50% 
Support groups, LA 13 8% 15% 4 50% 50% 4 100% 0% 
Support groups, not LA 12 8% 17% 4 100% 0% 4 75% 0% 
Informal contact with other adopters, LA 16 13% 6% 4 100% 0% 4 100% 0% 
Informal contact with other adopters, not 
LA 16 25% 25% 10 70% 10% 8 75% 13% 
          
Health care          
General practitioner 17 29% 18% 12 42% 33% 11 45% 18% 
Health visitor / community nurse 17 29% 35% 13 54% 23% 12 67% 25% 
Hospital-based pediatrician 16 13% 19% 10 70% 20% 9 78% 11% 
          
Education support          
Educational psychologist 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 
SENCO 10 20% 0% 2 100% 0% 2 50% 50% 
Teacher 10 10% 10% 1 100% 0% 1 100% 0% 
          
Specialist services          
Child psychiatrist 10 0% 0% 1 0% 0% 1 0% 0% 
Child psychologist 11 9% 9% 2 100% 0% 2 100% 0% 
CAMHS 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 
Occupational therapist 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 
Speech therapist 9 11% 0% 1 100% 0% 1 100% 0% 
Geneticist 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 0 n/a n/a 
Note: Percentages do not add up to 100 because the third category (‘not much’, ‘not very’ or ‘not at all’) is not show 







received Valid n 
Child Benefit 6% 6% 89% 18 
Child Tax Credit 28% 33% 39% 18 
Working Tax Credit 24% 65% 12% 17 
Statutory Adoption Pay 17% 17% 67% 18 
Statutory Paternity Pay 25% 50% 25% 16 
 
 
Table 5: Support costs for six months post-placement (n=19) 
Service or support Mean cost Range 
Adoption support & social care £2,239 £792 - £6,029 
Health care £486 £0 - £1,875 
Education support £10 £0 - £110 
Specialist services £107 £0 - £1,236 
Total cost of services £2,842 £980 - £6,270 
Financial support £3,970 £0 - £21,282 
Total cost (services & financial 
support) £6,604 £1,320 - £22,262 
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